
 

 

MEETING MINUTES OF THE GOVERNANCE AND BY-LAWS COMMITTEE OF LIFE 

CHURCH THAT WAS HELD ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2020 AT 6:30 P.M. 

All members were present. 

The meeting was called to order and the committee opened up with prayer. 

Upon motion by Norm, and second by Derk, the minutes from the Jan 4, 2020 meeting were 

approved by the committee without amendment.   

The committee reviewed an email drafted by Matt to respond to a comment from a congregation 

member regarding the amount of authority given to the Senior Pastor in the current draft of the 

By-Laws, specifically his membership on the Elder Board.  The committee was very appreciative 

of the feedback, but elected to make no changes to the draft By-Laws language.  The letter 

reflected that sentiment and alluded to the many checks and balances over Senior Pastor 

authority that have been constructed in the new By-Laws.  The email response was approved for 

release to the congregation member with minor changes. 

The committee continued with its review of Article VI (ELDERS) that it had begun at the end of 

the last meeting.  After adoption of some minor clarifying language, the committee unanimously 

approved the entirety of the Article VI language. 

The committee discussed at length the question of whether or not to create a new article in the 

By-Laws addressing ordination of pastors.  There seemed to be consensus for adding an 

ordination process, but alternative views surrounding an ordination revocation process, if 

deemed appropriate by church leadership.  On the one hand, it was argued that ordination 

represented the affirmation of the calling of one’s life to pastoral service.  How could man undo 

what the Holy Spirit has done?  On the other hand, it was argued that ordination is an act of man, 

and if a body of believers has the authority to ordain a pastor, it must be accompanied with the 

authority to revoke that ordination for cause.  At its core, the discussion centered around whether 

or not the church has a responsibility to revoke an ordination for a former pastor who did not 

leave in good standing, if it believes that ordination could be used by that individual as a 

credential to undertake ministry elsewhere, and that activity has not been sanctioned by Life 

Church.  The committee also discussed the legal implications of such an action, noting the 

importance of not violating any state or federal laws with regard to the manner of revocation that 

the By-Laws might permit.  It would be paramount to proceed in a way that minimizes any legal 

liability against the church.  The issue was then tabled for future discussion. 

The committee took up the Article VII (OFFICERS) language.  A Vice Chairman was added as 

one of the required officers for the corporation, and modified descriptions were adopted for the 

roles of Chairman, Treasurer, and Secretary.  With these updates, the committee unanimously 

adopted Article VII. 

For Article VIII (MINISTRY TEAMS), the committee began making a few minor updates to the 

language but had to stop in the interest of time. 



 

 

The committee agreed that Jan 21 was a good target date to meet with the Transition Team to 

answer their question on the draft By-Laws, and gather their feedback prior to taking a final 

version to the congregation for a vote sometime in February.   

Todd and Seth agreed to meet on Jan 10 to try and iron out the major issues in the remaining 

articles to enhance the efficiency of discussion and adoption of those articles by the entire 

committee at the next meeting. 

The next meeting was set for January 15 at 6:30 P.M.  Upon motion by Norm, and second by 

Dave, the meeting was adjourned with prayer. 

 

 

Todd Broyles 

Secretary 


